
August 14, 2019 

Dear first grade families, 

My name is Gina Young and I will be your child’s first grade teacher.  I am looking forward to a 
wonderful year!  This will be my first year teaching at McKenzie, but I am certainly not new to McKenzie.  
I attended McKenzie from kindergarten until 5th grade.  

I have a bachelor’s degree in early childhood education and a master’s degree in social work.  I have 
taught for several years in a variety of grades, and I have also coached and evaluated teachers in math 
instruction K-8. I am thrilled to be in first grade this year as beginning literacy is my true passion.   

I have two little boys of my own who are not far off from first grade themselves. Isaiah (4) is in pre-k and 
Joseph (5) will begin kindergarten this year! My family moved back to Illinois this fall after living in 
Atlanta for the last four years. My husband is also from the Midwest and we are so happy to be back! 

IMPORTANT GENERAL CLASS INFORMATION: 

HOME FOLDER: Students will receive a home folder on the first day of school. The folder is an important 
part of our daily routine.  The left side will be for papers that are to be LEFT at home and the right side is 
for papers that need to RETURN to school. Please make sure to check the home folder daily and return it 
daily even if there is nothing in it.   

SNACK: Students will have snack on the first day of school.  District policy states that children are to 
bring only fresh fruits and/or vegetables. Students are also encouraged to bring a water bottle. 

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL DISMISSAL: The first day of school is a half day with dismissal at 11:55. Please 
discuss with your child where you will be waiting for them outside. Please be as specific as possible 
when determining your location (bike racks, flagpole etc.). This will help them be more comfortable at 
dismissal. 

EXTRA SET OF CLOTHING: Please have your child bring in an extra set of clothing (socks and underwear 
too) in a LABELED plastic bag. This will be kept in his or her locker in case of a spill, messy recess, or 
bathroom accident. 

Please let me know if your child prefers to be called by a different name or a nickname.  I want to make 
sure that as I label everything in the room, each child’s preferred name is represented. Please feel free 
to contact me with any questions that you have.  I want to make sure that both you and your child feel 
as comfortable as possible starting the new school year.  Before school starts, the easiest way to reach 
me is via email at younggi@wilmette39.org.  

Sincerely, 

Gina Young 


